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&quot;A Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom&quot;

Participant Information:

Mishiko Tsulaia, 10th grade student at Niko Nikoladze Public School No. 2,

City of Poti; Age: 15;

First of all, thank you very much for our friendship and for the interest you show in my country.

I’'m happy to share with you one of the most important stages in Georgia&#39;s history — the path to
independence and its consequences.

To begin with, I would like to share my thoughts about democracy and freedom, which are very
important values in both my country and my personal life. For me, democracy means a system

where people have the right to choose their leaders and to express their opinions freely. It

means equal rights, justice, and the opportunity to participate in decisions that affect our lives. In



a democratic country, every person matters and has the right to express their views.

Georgia officially declared independence on April 9, 1991, following the collapse of the Soviet
Union. This was the culmination of a long and difficult process — a desire for freedom and
national identity that had lived in the hearts of the Georgian people for many years. However,
after gaining independence, the country faced serious political, economic, and social
challenges.

The early years were marked by instability, civil wars, regional conflicts (in Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region), energy crises, and widespread poverty. Nevertheless, over time, Georgia
took important steps toward Western values. Reforms — especially after 2004 — strengthened
state institutions, law enforcement, and the economic environment. Civil society, media
freedom, and the education system also developed significantly.

Democracy in Georgia is still in the process of development. We have elections, political parties,
and many freedoms, but we continue to face challenges. Still, I believe that our generation can
make things better. I try to take part in school debates and youth activities because I think
everyone’s voice matters — even mine.

Formally, Georgia is an independent state, but it is still influenced by external political forces,
including the Russian Federation, which continues its occupation and pressure. As for freedom
of thought, there is a noticeable growth in critical and independent thinking, especially among
young people. However, remnants of the old Soviet mentality are still present, which is natural
after such a long period of influence.

Independence gave Georgian society the chance to take responsibility, to fight for a better
future, and to determine the country’s destiny on its own. This path is not easy, but it is
necessary and honorable.

I sincerely believe that democratic progress, education, and international cooperation will

ultimately help us build a full-fledged, free society.



As someone from Poti, I believe in the legacy of Niko Nikoladze and that we will ultimately
achieve the goals he set. Niko Nikoladze was a kind of bridge between Georgia and Europe. He
believed that Georgia’s future was directly tied to European political culture, economics, and
governance models. His ideas remain relevant today — especially as Georgia’s integration with
the European Union continues to be one of the country&#39;s main national objectives.

With love from Georgia, Mishiko

Tsulaia



